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Third-Quarter Newsletter, 2006 

2006 Officers : 
President:  

Lena Avila 
Robison 
Vice President:  

Lee Searles 
Treasurer:  

Kara Perez 
Secretary:  

Nicole Bleckwehl  

2006 Board

 

Members:  
Jerry Tormey  
Maria Heidebrecht  
Barbara Quijano 

Decaer  
Claudia Soto 

Schabel  
Eric Idehen  

Honorary Board:  
Michelle Howell  
Matt Rosen  
Ed Paz  
Maria Rundquist  
Thom Guzman  
Jill Whitten  

Special Committees: 

 

Scholarship 

 

Library 

 

Food & Dinner  

 

Resource Fair 

 

Special Events 

 

Annual Latinos Unidos Scholarship Award Dinner 
About fifty family, friends, LU members, & supporters turned out for the 
Annual Scholarship Awards Dinner, held at the Catholic Pastoral Center in 
downtown Des Moines on Sept. 16.  With several sponsor representatives 
present, fourteen Latinas & Latinos were recognized for their academic promise 
with scholarships of $1,000 each.  Latinos Unidos extends its congratulations & 
best wishes to the fourteen recipients and their families.  

Attending a four-year institution in Iowa are:  Juan Carlos Cadenillas, 
Liliana Carbajal, Rebeca Martin, Virginia McKinney, Andrea Neri, Esperanza 
Pintor, Chelah Ryan, Daniella Bermeo Torres, Taja Will, & Anibal Ybarra-
Rojas.  These recipients are attending a two-year institution:  Abraham 
Cardenas, Maria Cecilia Gutierrez, Luis Meza, & Mikel Bendicto Morris.  

Latinos Unidos extends its heartfelt thanks to the sponsoring 
individuals & organizations that made this year s scholarships possible.  
Without you, these deserving young men & women would have faced even 
greater challenges in furthering their educations.   

Dr. Jose and Betty Olivencia (Iowa Vein Center)  $5,000  
Bankers Trust (Alex Orozco, Noemi Oyarzabal)  $2,500  
Principal Financial (Jodi Murphy, Claudia Schabel)  $2,000  
Wells Fargo Financial (Kathy Murphy, Eric Idehen)  $2,000  
United Parcel Service (Karen Gonzales, Maria Heidebrecht) $1,500  
Regions Bank (Michele Howell)    $   500  

In addition, Latinos Unidos added $1,000 to make the total, $14,000.  
There are many thanks to give to all who made this possible for 2006.  

Without doubt, the three scholarship application judges had their hands full in 
evaluating applications:  Chairperson Ewa Pratt (Des Moines Area Community 
College), Jennifer Nostrala (Simpson College), & Coralee Turner (Grandview 
College).  In addition, Ewa spoke at the ceremony & oversaw the giving of the 
awards.  Noemi Oyarzabal performed yeoman work, as she always does, in 
creating the award certificates & the table flags.  Kara Perez (Wells Fargo) 
provided the banking support.  Ann Morris deserves thanks for her work in 
photographing the event, & in writing, translating, & distributing press releases.  

Look for photos of the dinner & recipients throughout the newsletter. 

:

 

Recent Latinos Unidos Events 

 

Pictures from Scholarship Award Dinner & Latino Heritage Festival 

 

Special Feature:  Unleashing the Power of Hispanic 
Entrepreneurship in Iowa 

 

Latino HIV/AIDS Prevention & the Aids Project of Iowa 

 

Events & Opportunities:  The 8th Latino Conference 

 

And more!! 

LATINOS UNIDOS OF IOWA, INC.,  
is a 501(c)(e) nonprofit organi-

zation.  Newsletter co-editors: Lena 
Robison & Lee Searles. Spanish 
translation: Ann Morris.  Web: 
www.latinosunidosofiowa.com. 

Email:  IowaLatina@aol.com

  

http://www.latinosunidosofiowa.com
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